Read the text about the scientist who discovered how to use chloroform effectively. Some words
are missing. Choose the correct answer (A, B, C or D) for each gap (1-9). Put a cross (X) in the
correct box on the answer sheet. The first one (0) has been done for you.

Sir James Young Simpson

Simpson stated later in life how the seeds of his lifelong commitment to finding pain relief for
patients were sown while he was an Edinburgh student. Recalling his horror at the expression
on a female patient’s face as a knife was about to be inserted into her breast during a surgical
lecture, he (0) ___ himself, “Can nothing be done to make operations less painful?”

His famous experiment with chloroform took place on an 1847 November evening in his
dining room. The (1) ___ of this substance were startling: Simpson awoke on the floor (2) ___
one assistant unconscious beneath a chair and another on his back, (3) ___ the legs of the
supper table.

This incident (4) ___ have a world-changing effect on medicine. (5) ___, his other experiments
could easily have ended in disaster. On one occasion, Edinburgh’s Professor of Chemistry,
Lord Playfair, urged Simpson to test a liquid (6) __ for self-administration first on two rabbits.
Simpson heeded this advice; both rabbits died.

(7) ___his interest in pain relief, Simpson was also a staunch supporter of women'’s rights to
(8) __, and he backed Sophia Jex-Blake’'s campaign fighting for women to gain a medical
education. “Simpson didn’t live to (9) ___ the University allow female medical students to
graduate (Edinburgh’s first female doctors graduated in 1896) but he was a great champion
of women'’s rights in a time of great male chauvinism,” explains Professor Calder. “He certainly
wasn’t shy about the establishment.”
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